
 

 

Carrfield Primary Academy 

Parent Council Meeting – 28th March 2017 5.15pm 

Responses to parent feedback slips 

Why is antibacterial gel not outside every classroom? 

Whilst antibacterial gel is used throughout school and is available in classrooms as 

required, putting it on corridors would be difficult as children could help themselves 

and potentially misuse it. 

 

Should parents be concerned about staff turnover? 

Every school will face some movement of staffing over time. All staff are free to move 

to new posts at any point in the year and this is down to individual choice. There have 

been a number of changes in staffing this year, due to staff seeking new roles, for 

example promotions and new challenges. In school we are aware of potential 

changes to staffing and have contingency plans in place to try to minimise disruption, 

for example Mrs Oldroyd- Young and our Higher Level Teaching Assistants. We use 

supply teachers as a last resort and utilise a small and regular group who know our 

school well, when this is required. Please be assured that any new additions to our 

staff will further enhance our strong teaching team.  

 

How are volunteers used in school? Can parents train to be teaching assistants to 

help with budget constraints? 

Whilst the school has been in a period of transition, we are not currently asking for 

volunteers within school. We will be looking, in the future, to recruit and train a 

group of volunteers to work on projects in various classrooms. There will be some 

induction and training offered as part of this, however school cannot pay for teaching 

assistant training.  

 

 



Can school offer extra- academic after school classes to support those who need 

help to achieve their potential? 

 

The progress and attainment of all pupils is rigorously tracked with extra support for 

any pupil who needs it, within the school day. We value the need for a wide variety of 

after school clubs which allow children to develop new skills and interests. We have 

offered a Maths based club this year. However, it was not well attended and so the 

decision was made to offer another club instead. We evaluate our after school club 

selections termly in order to offer a variety which caters for as many pupils as 

possible. 

 

How can I support my child further at home with their learning? Should I consider 

an extra tutor to help them? 

 

We value the support of families in their children’s education. One of the biggest 

ways to support your child is to ask about their learning that day. Some homework 

will also be sent home such as homework projects, spellings or times tables. Pupils 

should also read aloud regularly to you or a family member. Pupils can learn a lot 

from enjoyable family experiences as well as more traditional academic work (which 

they get within the school day). Whilst the decision to use a tutor rests with individual 

families, pupils are supported to make progress within school hours and, sometimes, 

too much academic pressure can have a negative effect. If you have a concern about 

your child’s progress, you should speak with their class teacher. 

 

Will curriculum information be sent home to allow us to know what books and 

research would be valuable during the 6 week holidays? 

 

Curriculum information is shared via half termly leaflets which tell parents/carers 

about what their child will be learning in that half term. These are also available 

through our website www.carrfieldacademy.co.uk under the ‘learning’ and 

‘homework’ tabs. Also on our website is our two year curriculum over view which 

gives topic titles for this academic year and next academic year. This can be found 

under the ‘learning’ tab, under ‘teaching aims and the curriculum’. 

 

Why are there limited teaching assistants when moving up years? 

 

Teaching assistants are deployed around school based on the needs of pupils. Some 

teaching assistants work across multiple year groups. Support staff are highly skilled 

and many have received specialised training to deliver particular programs of study.  

Deployment is flexible and does not decrease as pupils get older. 

 

http://www.carrfieldacademy.co.uk/


Why is everything IT based and not book based for researching as non IT schools 

fair better in other countries? 

 

Technology plays an increasingly important role in daily life. As a school we must 

prepare pupils to use the technology they will need and this includes learning to 

research through the internet. The Education Endowment Fund has found that: “the 

impact of digital technologies on learning consistently identifies positive benefits.” This does 

not mean that school exclusively uses IT for research. Books are still an invaluable part of 

education and pupils are taught to gather information from a variety of sources. Sometimes 

non-book based sources such as a Roman artefact are the best ways of learning about a 

subject. Teachers use their own judgement on which sources of information are most 

appropriate for pupils to use in a given lesson. 


